" ‘Fopdraises itby only 2 percent, which is negligi-

. -~'The Baker-or-Bush Option. These two are per-
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" XBe sith is Binding, thé smog is irritating, the

humidityis drenching and William Casey, blink-- -

.ng Hxe a largae grandfatherly gopher, is won-
‘Gering whether Hiving here is too high a priceto -
pay to rescue the republic from Jimmy Carter.
.. Actually, the scene of Casey’s suffering is in,
Northern Virginia, just south of the Pentagon.,
Scme of Northern Virginia is and 3erene,
“but Reagan’s GHQ is cheek-by-jow] with howling:
fresways.“Why here?” 1 gasp to Reagan's came
‘paign divector. Because, Casey says, it is close to-
- dirports; Besides, it located in downtown: Wash-
“ington; the campaign would have been forsvers
; sheiling out parking expenses, $4.50 2 day per car.
Casey mentions that cost with the tone usually:
‘heapd from Americans. who have just priced a:
croissaht in Orie of Paris’ better hotels. . . o5
 Casey; 67, i3 no stranger to-Washington sum-\
-tners, having heen an undersecretary of state and
laesd of tha Securitles and Exchange Commission
" and the Exportimport Bank. He is a man of many
“parts, and many: seasons.-The phrasé-“old shoe”’
. oes not do justice to his Jack of pretense and air .
_of rumplednesx. The phrase “upward mobility”’ is-
altogether too pallid to describe his career... il
... Borms in: New -York' to ‘parents ‘of modest
means, educated at Fordham and St. John’s law:
school, by 1944 he was in:London running the
0SS (the predecessor of the (14) program put-
% %ents..into -Germany. ‘A _roommate was
e @ has made several fortunes as
‘a-Jawyer, entrepreneur and author-{mostly of.
-boolks on business and flfiance, but also a fine
-volume on American Revolution battles).. =7 |
*. Casey rejects the idea that the electorate is
beside ltselt with despair about the Reagan-Car-
ter choicé, Reagan, he insists, has the Jargest na-
tional base of any Republican since Eisenhower,
and Reagan’s base is evén mors intense than
Eisenhower'swas, ;% i Nt e it
. - Anunpublished poll shows that what has gen-
“erally been true for other presidents is basically
‘true-for Reagan:: he' should,.if:he' could, run
;alone; Gerald: Ford: is the:only: suggested run-
ning?mate’ who-Taises Reagan’s’ support,“and

ble.5Everyone- else: lowers--Reagan’s: support
.slightly.. These findings are-unhelpful in that
they do not point;to anyone, but are helpful in
thatthey.leave Reagan free to weigh three op-
‘tions'involving what are said to be the Big Eight
celved,” mistakenly - but- perhaps  usefully; : as|
being significantly less conservative than Réa-
_gan. .Repub rassume that John Anderson
will be pulled (not that it will take much pulling)
to the left, where the sources of his money are.

But there is ominous, if tentative, evidence that| -
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Anderson .can -hurt’ Reagan.. For: example, a|
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"Texas poll shows Andersom taiing three- votés]
-from Reagan for every two votes he tZ_aka from ;
‘Carter. Baker or Bush would be insurance ;
ainst Anderson. - Jenms :
a,g'rhe‘* Lugar ‘Optlon.‘i_.Be"cause’_:’.Sen'.-.mghard
Lugar of Indiana has no enemies, he is the
closest thing- to running alone. But some-
Reaganites say Lugar is not the best-man to
fill the Lugar Option. They prefer. Donald
‘Rumsfeld, former. just-about-everything (con-l
- gressman, ambassador to. NATO, White House
“chief of staff, secretary of defense, etc), whose
résumé puts even Bush’s to shame, and who
s from the glorious and . indispensable Great
“State (linois). A convincing.case can also-be
made for the congressman who has done.most
‘to make the Democrats’ control of Congress-a
"pational issue; a congressman who-may be the
‘best speaker among the Big Eight and Wwho-
could help Reagan carry a state Jerry Ford car-
ried aya favorite son: Guy Vander Jagt of Michi-
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Finally, there i3 the What-theHell-Let'sGoor-
-Broke Option. Ford has stressed to Reagan that it
-Awill take at least three Republican terms to turn
the country around. Reagan may say: 1 can beat
Carter all by my lonesome, with no help from my
running mate, so Il pick a soul mate, someone
young, smart and tough enough to carry 50-proot
Reaganism into the 1960s: Sen. Paul Laxait of
Nevada: Rep. Jack Kemp of New York. Or Wik
liam Simon, the former Treasusy secretary who is
“well equipped to help Reagan stress the bread-
and-butter issue: the price of bread and buiter.
“An unpublished poll indicates that Simon—in
part, because of his book “A Time for Truth”—
-has a remarkably high recognition, nationwide. - *:
- My pick? We-“Dallas” fans aren’t picking
-until we hear ahospital bulletin on the recovery |
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